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§203.1 General.

This information is furnished for the
guidance of the public and in compli-
ance with the requirements of section
562 of title 5, United States Code, as
amended.

[43 FR 774, Jan. 4, 1978, as amended at 66 FR
34373, June 28, 2001]

§203.2 Authority and functions.

(a) The administration of the copy-
right law was entrusted to the Library
of Congress by an act of Congress in
1870, and the Copyright Office has been
a separate department of the Library
since 1897. The statutory functions of
the Copyright Office are contained in
and carried out in accordance with the
Copyright Act. Pub. L. 94-553 (90 Stat.
2541-2602), 17 U.S.C. 101-1101.

[43 FR 774, Jan. 4, 1978, as amended at 62 FR
35421, July 1, 1997]

§203.3 Organization.

(a) In general. The Office of the Reg-
ister exercises overall direction of the
work of the Copyright Office, including
work in conjunction with copyright
legislation, litigation and promulga-
tion of copyright regulations. The Of-
fice of the Register of Copyrights in-
cludes the legal, administrative, and
automation staff.

(b) The Copyright Office Chief of Op-
erations has oversight of the operating
divisions of the Copyright Office. The
operating divisions are:

(1) The Receipt, Analysis and Control
Division, which receives incoming ma-
terials, dispatches outgoing materials
and establishes control over fiscal ac-
counts.

(2) The Registration Program which
examines all applications and material
presented to the Copyright Office for
registration of original and renewal
copyright claims, and which deter-
mines whether the material deposited
constitutes copyrightable subject mat-
ter and whether the other legal and
formal requirements of title 17 have
been met.

(3) The Registration Program, which
prepares the bibliographic description
of all copyrighted works registered in
the Copyright Office, including the re-

§203.3

cording of legal facts of copyright per-
taining to each work, in an on-line
database in which copyright records
can be searched; and which also exam-
ines and catalogs in an on-line data-
base documents submitted for recorda-
tion.

(4) The Information and Records Di-
vision, which provides a national copy-
right information service through the
Copyright Information Section, edu-
cates the public on the copyright law,
issues and distributes information ma-
terials, responds to reference requests
regarding copyright matters, prepares
search reports based upon copyright
records, certifies copies of legal docu-
ments concerned with copyright, and
maintains liaison with the TUnited
States Customs Service, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, and the United
States Postal Service on certain mat-
ters. The Information and Records Di-
vision also develops, services, stores,
and preserves the official records and
catalogs of the Copyright Office, in-
cluding applications for registration,
historical records, and materials depos-
ited for copyright registration that are
not selected by the Library of Congress
for addition to its collections.

(5) The Licensing Division, which im-
plements the sections of the Copyright
Act dealing with secondary trans-
missions of radio and television pro-
grams, compulsory licenses for making
and distributing phonorecords of non-
dramatic musical, pictorial, graphic,
and sculptural works in connection
with noncommercial broadcasting. The
Licensing Division is in charge of col-
lecting the statutory royalties and dis-
tributing these royalties based on ei-
ther a voluntary agreement among the
interested parties or a determination
of the Copyright Royalty Board.

(c) The Copyright General Counsel is
a principal legal officer of the Office.
The General Counsel has overall super-
visory responsibility for the legal staff
and primary responsibility for pro-
viding liaison on legal matters between
the Office and the Congress, the De-
partment of Justice and other agencies
of Government, the courts, the legal
community, and a wide range of inter-
ests affected by the copyright law. The
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